Transtibial amputations.
The transtibial amputation is one of the most frequently performed major limb amputations in the United States. The long posterior flap technique has become the most frequently recommended technique; however, the surgeon performing amputations needs to be comfortable with the alternative techniques as well. Situations occasionally do arise where the sagittal or skew techniques may be more applicable. With careful surgery and soft tissue handling, wound healing can be expected in the majority of patients. Aggressive rehabilitation is possible in many patients, and with good prosthetic intervention, return to ambulation at or near the preoperative level of function can be expected in most patients.